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uprieing involved about 50 toousand mountain people, scattered in & mumber
of villages, who decided to rid themselves of the Communist authorities in
the area. They started killing Communist officials in the villages with

old carbines hidden away since wefore the Rolehevik ravolution and, in

some cases, vith stones szl other crude weaponi. They bottled the HKVD

for seversl veeks end then units of the Boviet arwy were sent in to

put down the ineurrection. There was heavy fighting for & period of

about aix weeks, For some months thereafter, scattered guerrilla ection
continued to disturb the peace. The NKVD, and later the Aray, srrested all
of the insurgents vho could be taken alive and sent them to slave labor cauph,
meinly in Sideriw. I do mov ¥now hov wany wers arrested but I beileve that
abcut one thousand insurgents were killed. Another two thousand, including
post of the lcadars of the rebsllion, escaped across the border into Turkey.
Later the border was sealed tight by the Soviet army with elsctrified

barbed wire, German abepherd dogs, and large numbers of border guards.

Many villages were destroyzd, mainly by the ingurgents themsslves who

rared their villages before flssing to mountain hideouts or trying to

escaps &crose the norder. As is probably vell known, tae locsl Sovist
authorities attempted to explain the uprising as being of & religious mature.
Religion Was Drobabvly iavolved to some degree, but wy recollection is

that political and economic soatrols were largely responsitle for the revolt

against Comamist officialdon.
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The famine was very bad but I do not recall that there were any deeths

directiy attributable to stervation. The mild climate of most of (eorgia,
yielding plenty of grass and fruit through woet of the year, saved the situation.
Undoubtedlym.1lions would have died if Georgis were less favored climatically.

The death rate rose among children and old people whose susceptibilities to
disease were increased by malnutrition. There vas & great deal of stomach trouble
in all mge groupe and the incidence of TB was very high among children. Livestock
perished by the thousands but the people did not touch the cedavers., Religious
sanctions amorg both Moslem and Christian Georglans precluded eating of the
cadavers, despite the ccnstant and widespread hunger.

Retion cards were issued to the people and the only food distributed was one

half pound of black bread per person per dsy. The bleckbread was later

replaced by white cornbread, doughy stuff that was difficult both to swallow

and to digest. Everyone supplemented the. bread with grass and fruit.

I was one of the hungry children who rushed out to the fields every day after school
to feed on grass. Fortunately, four or five different varleties were available

&d several of them were res.onsbly tasty.

T wmight mention the psychological atmosphere which prevailed during the fumine.
The hunger and depression of the people, and their lowered vitality, created

a kind of anarchy. Food was the only interest and the normel mode of living, the
normsl concern with possessione and work and so forth, ceased to exist. The
people did not prey on one another but something very close to & jungle situation

developad.

The top suthorities (Party and Government authorities were tbe same individusls)
vere all Georglans. In 191&1,\ , the wmayor [} 4

the city vas Georglan, four of the six city superviscrs were Georgisus,

and the othsr two supervisors were Armenians. To wy knowledgs, thsss top
positions in Tbilisi nad never been held by Russiauns. Tbilisi hed s population
of about 800 thousand in 1341. At that time the NKVD wves composed of sbout

95% Ruseisn troops but sll tha command positions wers held by Georgians, Armenisns,
or Azerbaijani. There were many Russians in Tbilisi and eome of then: held

good jobs in education, journslism, apd otherafficiel or semi-official fiolds.
But no Russians, openly at least and probably cctually held high politicel
poats. In this connesticn, I might mention that in 1941 &orgitn vag still

the langusge of the street in Toiiisl although many Georglans could speak
Russisn, In contwast, Russian was videly gpokea in Ereven, Armenien B8R, in 1941,
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